
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mission Statement: 
The mission of our band department is to provide students with the tools to 

develop strong practice, collaboration, and leadership skills. Through 
performance in a variety of styles, students will develop a lifelong appreciation for 

music by sharing it with members of the school, community, and world. 

Ciara McManus, Director of Bands 
Office Phone: 815.858.9005 x225 

       E-mail: cmcmanus@riverridge210.org 
http://riverridge210band.weebly.com/ 



To Band Students and Parents – 
 
I hope that you had a great summer and are well-rested and ready for another great 
year with the River Ridge Band program! 
 
Before I talk about band, here is a little bit about myself. I grew up in the Chicago 
area, and am a 2018 graduate of DePauw University in Indiana. While I attended 
university, I played the trombone or euphonium in all of the major music ensembles 
and conducted a variety of student and collegiate groups. Additionally, I served as 
president of DePauw’s chapter for the National Association for Music Education for 
two years. Through my life, I have been passionate about playing many different 
kinds of music, and I am devoted to finding the best ways to share music with my 
students and community.  
 
This year at River Ridge, I look forward to many exciting events and opportunities for 
our band program. Participation in band will give students the opportunity to create 
lifelong friendships and develop amazing skills. We will work as a team to create the 
best music possible, and I am excited to see where we can go!  
 
This handbook contains policies and procedures, along with the tentative schedule, 
that will be in effect for the 2018 – 2019 school year. All students and their families 
are asked to read and become thoroughly familiar with the contents of this handbook 
in order to avoid any misunderstandings as we progress through the year. Note, that 
performances are major part of each student’s grade, so it is important that I am 
notified of any conflicts well in advance.    
 
After you have read this handbook, please sign the back page and fill out your 
contact information. I will be consistently communicating through e-mail, so write 
down your preferred e-mail address. The band website will also be updated with 
important information, along with the schedule, so feel free to use this as a resource 
as well.  
 
As always, feel free to contact me with any questions.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Ciara McManus 
815.858.9005 x225 
cmcmanus@riverridge210.org 
 



River Ridge Bands – Tentative Schedule of Events 
 
Friday, August 31st – Home Football vs. Orangeville – HS 
 
Friday, September 7th – Home Football vs. Galena – HS 
 
Saturday, September 8th 12:00 pm – Lena Fall Festival Parade – HS 
 
Saturday, September 15th 12:00 pm – Hanover Mallard Fest Parade - HS 
 
Friday, September 21st – Home Football vs. Stockton - HS 
 
Friday, September 28th – Home football vs. Polo  
 
Saturday- Sunday, Oct 6-7 – Annual PTO Craft Fair (Students work 1 shift)  
 
Wednesday, October 10th 7:00 pm – Fall Concert – MS/ HS  
 
Saturday, October 13th – IMEA Auditions - Optional 
 
Wednesday, November 14th 7:00 pm – Snack Theater – All  
 
Tuesday, December 18th 6:30 – Elementary Winter Concert – 5th Grade 
 
Saturday, March 2nd (Times TBD) – HS Solo and Ensemble  
 
Tuesday, March 5th (Times TBD) – MS Solo and Ensemble  
 
Friday/ Saturday, April 12-13 (Day and Time TBD) – HS Large Group Contest 
 
Monday, April 29th – Spring Concert – All  
 
Friday, May 24th 7:30 pm – HS Graduation  
 
*All Pep Band Dates TBD 
 

 
 

 



 
River Ridge Bands – Class Descriptions  
 
Fifth Grade Band  
In our beginning band class, you will learn how to play by yourself and as a whole 
band. You will learn the basics of the instrument that you chose, and give concerts to 
other kids in school, and to your parents. In this class, you will have the opportunity 
to explore everything that band has to offer, and you will be playing exciting music in 
no time. In addition, you will have the opportunity to work privately, or in small 
groups with me or older students in the band program. Because learning an 
instrument is a skill, fifty minutes of recorded practice is required every week.  

 
 
Middle School Band  
There are two middle school bands at River Ridge, the 6th Grade Band and the 7th/8th 
Grade band. Our middle school students will have the opportunity to play more 
complicated, beautiful and exciting music. You will be expected to attend lessons that 
will be scheduled throughout the week. This schedule will be given out in the second 
week of school, and it is important to contact your teachers about these as soon as 
you know of them. Middle school students will have two main fall concerts, and one 
in the spring.   
 
 
High School Band  
This is our oldest, most experienced band at River Ridge. High school students will 
work to perform at contest in the spring, solo and ensemble, and other in-district 
performance opportunities. High school students are highly encouraged to sign up to 
audition for IMEA, which is a state-wide honor band festival. High school students will 
always be expected to show up to rehearsal prepared and ready to work. The more 
effort that is put in, the better the results! 
 
 
Marching Band/ Pep Band 
High school band students are expected to participate in marching band and pep 
band. We will travel to different parades and performances throughout the fall. The 
marching band will play at all of the football games, and we serve as an important 
part of the school community. Pep band performances will be announced later in the 
semester.  
 



 
Music Theory  
Can’t get enough music in band class? Music theory is a course that students can opt 
to take. In this course, we will dive into what makes music so exciting. You will have 
the opportunity to learn about how to write music, how other composers wrote music, 
and do a lot of listening. This class will give you a much deeper understanding of 
music, and you will learn to listen to it in new ways.   
 
Jazz Band   
Students in both middle school and high school band will have the option to 
participate in the jazz bands. This class will meet 1-2 days a week during the normal 
band rehearsal days. In jazz band, we will play a lot of music and learn how to 
swing, improvise, and more. I highly encourage any interested students to ask me 
about this opportunity, no matter what instrument you play.  
 
 
 

Expectations for River Ridge Band Members  
The following are 12 expectations I have for each River Ridge Band member. 
Band students tend to be some of the finest students in the school, and I expect each 
student to follow these 12 guidelines for behavior.  
 
Disciplined - Understand the need for practice and make time for it on a daily basis. 
Punctual - Always be on time for class, rehearsals and performances.  
Persistent - Understand that becoming a good musician is a process. It takes time. 
Work to improve on a daily basis.  
Positive - Attitudes are contagious. Be sure yours is worth catching! Smile and be part 
of the solution, not part of the problem.  
Honest - Admit your limitations and mistakes. Take full responsibility for your actions. 
Do not lie, cheat, or steal.  
Responsible - You are young adults. Please do not wait to be told the obvious.  
Well-Behaved - Follow instructions the first time they are given. Be quiet, attentive, 
and in control of yourself.  
Prepared - Bring all materials to class, rehearsals, and performances.  
Committed - Realize the impact that your actions, attitudes, and performances will 
have on the group. Think of the band first.  
Polite - Talk to one another, teachers, parents, and administrators with kindness, 
respect, and courtesy.  
Mature - Think before acting. Proud - Remember who you are and where you are 
from. Take pride in yourself, your band, and your school. 



Tardiness Policy 
Students will arrive and be seated ready to play three minutes after the bell. Once 
they are seated, students should commence with a productive, personal warm-up. 
There should be no talking at this time in class. If students are not ready to play at the 
three- minute mark, they will be marked tardy for the class.  

 
Attendance Policy  
Every member of the River Ridge Band plays an important role; therefore, every 
member is expected to be at all performances. All unexcused absences will earn a 0 
in the grade book for that event. Missing a performance will both negatively affect 
your grade and cause you to miss out on a rewarding experience. Excused absences 
may only be arranged with the director’s permission at least 10 days prior to an 
event, except in the case of an emergency. 
 
For an excused absence, the student must complete a make-up assignment that will be 
due the day of the event. In the case of emergency or illness, students have one week 
to complete a makeup assignment. Failure to give the appropriate notice will count as 
an unexcused absence and you will not earn your points for the event. Family 
vacations or work will count as an unexcused absence.  
 
 

Lesson Attendance  
Small group instruction is the basis for proper technique and personal musicianship 
development; therefore, all students are required to attend lessons. Not all schools 
are as lucky as River Ridge to offer lessons to all students. 
 
Middle school students are required to come to at least 5 lessons per quarter, based 
on a rotating lesson schedule. There are also make up lessons built into the schedule 
in case anyone misses their lesson and needs to make it up. Any extra lessons a 
student attends will be counted as extra credit.  
 
High school students will not be required to attend lessons. If a student wishes to have 
additional lessons outside of class, especially in preparation for an upcoming audition 
or playing exam, you may schedule a time with Ms. McManus during or after school. 
This is highly encouraged!  
 
If a student would like to find a private teacher, Ms. McManus can help with that 
process. It is important that you talk to be before going to a new teacher, so I can 



communicate to them what expectations are at River Ridge. Students are always 
encouraged, but never required, to study privately outside of school.  
 
 

Bus Policy  
 
All students must ride the bus to all band events that occur out of school. No student 
may drive himself/herself to an event. If a student would like to ride home with a 
parent after an event, they must send a note or email to Ms. McManus before the 
event. The only exception to this rule is solo and ensemble in which there will be a 
sign out sheet for parents to sign students out before they leave. 
 
 

Concert Dress  
High School concert dress is black pants or long skirts with modest white tops, 
preferably a button up shirt. Black dress shoes and black socks must also be worn.  
 
Middle School concert dress is a dressy outfit. Men should wear dress pants, dress 
shoes, button down or polo shirt (ties are encouraged!) Ladies should wear dress 
pants and dressy shirt, or skirt or dress. Tops should be neutral or dark solid colors 
only. Skirts that are shorter than knee length should have leggings under them. No 
skinny straps or strapless dresses should be worn without a sweater.  
 
Proper dress will be considered part of each student’s grade for the performance. If 
you cannot meet these requirements, please talk to Ms. McManus at least two weeks 
prior to the performance and she will be more than happy to get you the clothes you 
need. 
 

Marching Band Dress  
For all marching band events, students must follow the following dress code:  
 
All students must wear black socks, black speedster marching band shoes (purchased 
through the school), athletic shorts, a t-shirt with sleeves, and their assigned band 
uniform.  
 
Band uniforms consist of the following: Pants with straps over the shoulder, worn at 
the correct length, coat, all buttons and zippers up, hat with all hair tucked inside, 
and white gloves. All students must wear gloves. All hair must be tucked inside the 
uniform helmet for performance. Proper dress will be considered part of each 



student’s grade for the event. If you cannot afford the speedster shoes or need other 
uniform assistance, please contact Ms. McManus at least two weeks prior to the 
performance. 
 

Lockers  
Each student will be assigned to a locker number to store his/her instrument. These 
lockers are for instruments and instrument care items only – other items, such as 
textbooks, clothing, etc, will not be allowed. Only the materials of the assigned 
student should be in the locker. I will have a master list and will be checking 
periodically to ensure the lockers are organized. Breaking the locker policies will 
result in a loss of participation points.  
 

Band Instruments/ Supplies  
Students are able to purchase instrument supplies through the school from West 
Music. Visit www.westmusic.com/riverridge to get free 2 day shipping. Be sure to 
enter the coupon code at the top of the page. This website may not be live on the first 
day of school, but it will be within a week. 
 
Ms. McManus will also have reeds available. Students can purchase one from her for 
the following prices:  
Clarinet - $2 
Alto Saxophone - $3 
Tenor/ Bari Saxophone - $5  
Oboe – $10 – We can discuss different price options if needed  
Bassoon – See me – We will discuss prices as needed  
 
 

Instrument Care  
Whether you own an instrument or are renting, it is important to always treat your 
instrument with the upmost respect. After rehearsal, instruments should always be 
disassembled and returned to their cases. All woodwind instruments should be 
swabbed out daily, and brass instruments should be periodically cleaned. We will talk 
about how to do this in band class, but do not hesitate to ask Ms. McManus about it.  
Percussion instruments should be returned to the state they were found in. Instruments 
are expensive and fragile. Without them, we could not do what we do! Most repair 
costs can be prevented with a little extra TLC. Treat them as if they were a small 
puppy – you can never be too careful.   
  

 



Food/ Gum Policy  
There is absolutely no food, gum, or drink other than water allowed in the band 
room. Students caught with these things will be asked to throw them away 
immediately and will lose all participation points for the day. If you need an 
exception for a medical reason, come talk to me.  

 
Cell Phone Policy  
Cell phones are not allowed to be a distraction in the band room. Sometimes they 
may be used as a resource, but never for socialization or playing games. Anyone 
who is found violating this will have the phone taken away and Ms. McManus will 
follow the handbook policy on cell phone use. (That means no phones on the stands, 
low-brass!)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



River Ridge Band Handbook Acknowledgement Contract 18-19  
 

Due Signed to Ms. McManus, Monday Aug 27th 
 
I, ________________________________, have received the River Ridge  
                 (Students Name, Print)  

Band Handbook, understand the information, and have read the 
schedule of events with my family.  
 
 
____________________________________ Date _______________ 
(Student Signature) 
 
 
____________________________________ Date _______________ 
(Parent/ Guardian Signature) 
 
 

Parent/ Guardian Contact Information  
 

Name _________________________E-mail ____________________ 
 
Name _________________________E-mail ____________________ 
 
Student E-mail ____________________________________________ 


